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With this declaration, and the pope's promise of
absolution to those who died in the war, Rigord's
chronicle concludes. The conclusion conies fitly at the
beginning of a new epoch in the history of Southern
Gaul. It was a new Crusade which Innocent preached.
Its execution involved an entire reconstruction of the
political system of the south. Beginning by fighting
for their lawlessness of opinion and of life, for their
liberty to kill and devour one another after the fashion
of unchecked feudal independence, the people of
Languedoc came gradually- to fight f9r their local
customs, laws, and language, for their historical sever-
ance from the north, for their autonomy against the
advancing sovereignty of the Frankish king. Innocent
began the work of conversion to the Church. The
process which he inaugurated ended by giving to the
Capets the sovereignty of an united France. The
Albigensian crusade went far to complete what the
fall of the Angevins had begun.
In a few months a mighty army assembled in
answer to the pope's appeal. Barons of the north and
centre, some great lords and bishops even of the south,
swelled the ranks of the army of the Church. The duke
of Burgundy, the counts of Nevers and Auxerre, Gaucher
de Ch&tiHon, count of S. Pol, who was so greatly to
distinguish himself at Bouvines, and Simon de Monk
fort, count of Evreux, were among the great leaders who
brought their forces to the war. Innocent expressly
reserved the rights of the suzerain when he directed
this overpowering force upon the lands of the here-
tical and profligate count of Toulouse. He foresaw,
there can be no doubt, the end of the great crusade.